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ONE HOUR PERFORMANCE 


Sat Feb 1 6pm 


Strings take center stage as noted cellist and conductor Paul 
Watkins joins us for a luminous cello concerto by C.PE. Bach 
and Beethoven's Fourth Symphony. 


All programs, artists, dates, times and prices subject to change. 
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EJ CONCERTS & CONVERSATION 


Fri Feb 7 8pm 

Sarah Hicks, conductor / Sam Bergman, host and viola 
We don't always understand why our brains enjoy music and 
art, but the way we process music—and the mental gymnastics 


great composers go through to create it—can tell us a lot about 
our own humanity. 
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OUR LAVENDER 


FROM THE EDITOR | BY CHRIS TARBOX 


Опсе More ‘Round 
The Sun 


Where, where, where did the time go? It’s utterly bewildering to real- 
ize that the 2010s—a decade that brought us the historic likes of the the 
legalization of same-sex marriage, the landing of the Curiosity rover on 
Mars, the Chicago Cubs finally breaking the Curse of the Billy Goat, the 
Arab Spring, the first-ever photo taken of a black hole, and, of course, 
“Gangnam Style"—is coming to a close. It's a staggering endeavor to 
look back on all the happenings of the last ten years, but even as we 
contemplate the impact of the 2010s, 2019 by itself was no small potatoes, 
either. 

This past year was a tremendous one, most notable for the GLBT 
community with the 50th anniversary of the revolutionary Stonewall 
Riots. It was a massive celebration recognized with pride by Lavender, 
which also saw the release of its 20th annual Pride Edition in 2019. But 
now, it’s important for us to recognize some of the people who have done 
great work for our community in the last year. 

This year’s Lavender Community Awards celebrates some of the 


GLBT individuals, allies, and organizations who elevated the local GLBT 
community with their community advocacy, volunteer work, and all- 
around hard work in dedicating themselves to ensuring acceptance and 
visibility for gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, and queer people in the 
Twin Cities and beyond. 

We are incredibly proud to honor five individuals and three groups 
for their outstanding work as we close out this year. Also in this issue, we 
offer a retrospective on a handful of reviews written over the years by the 
late, great Lavender arts writer John Townsend; we meet Rabbi Aaron 
Weininger of Adath Jeshurun Congregation; Randy Stern presents his 
2019 Vehicles of the Year; and Ellen Krug offers a story of hope and 
idealism much needed in these turbulent times. 

As we barrel towards a brand new decade—not to mention the 25th 
anniversary of Lavender come June—we would like to wish you and 
yours a wonderful, prosperous, and peaceful holiday season, and an 
amazing new year. li 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Party Like It’s 1570 


People don’t like change, not if their lives are settled and have gone on 
routinely for generations. Lives not necessarily wealthy, nor even fortunate, 
but regular; plant the crops, harvest the crops, give the feudal lord his share. 
Bad years, bountiful years, life will go on. Until it doesn’t. 

Earth’s been changing for 4.5 billion years. Unified Pangaea, through 
Continental Drift, became northern Laurentia and southern Gondwanaland, 
then inched out into the seven continents we know today. Climate changes 
ceaselessly. The Huronian glaciation endured three hundred million years, 
while only 34 million years ago, crocodiles crawled across the North Pole, 
palms swayed in Antarctica. 

In 1570, all of Europe experienced longer, colder winters. Grain crops 
failed, vineyards died and the lives they and their forebears had lived, 
ceased. Mediterranean harbors iced over and rivers froze long enough for 
permanent Frost Fairs on the Thames; Dutch winter landscape painting be- 
came a genre. 

Extended crop failures forced new life-altering solutions. Starvation, and 
sickness triggered mass exodus from farms to crowded, pestilential cities, 
spreading misery and upheaval throughout Europe. Philipp Blom’s Nature’s 
Mutiny explores this era, and his subtitle, How the Little Ice Age of the Long 
Seventeenth Century Transformed the West and Shaped the Present, sum- 
marizes his subject. The entire period encompassed 1300 to 1800, but Blom 
focuses on the severest, century-long era, from 1570. 

Wealthy merchants realized that foreign trade was the way to amass 
needed goods and reap wealth. The hordes of the desperate provided cheap, 
expendable sailors, soldiers, workmen for merchants to plunder the riches 


of America and the West Indies, and points East. Amsterdam exploded from 
negligible backwater to shipping giant as merchants realized they could 
minimize individual financial loss by selling shares. They created the beurs 
(stock exchange), aiding the Dutch East India Company to savage and ex- 
ploit Indonesia. 

Bad things always have to be someone’s fault. At first, torture and witch 
burnings were implemented, but the cold prevailed. Vineyards remained 
wastelands, grain crops remained subpar for 180 years, while feudal life dis- 
appeared, becoming cash, not barter, oriented. 

One plus was that in the extreme cold, Alpine glaciers expanded and 
trees there grew slower. This denser wood from 1650 and 1750, were crafted 
into the priceless Stradivari and Guarneri instruments still singing today. 

Where do we turn today with our own ominous climate changes? Leav- 
ing aside accusations, vilifications and denial, Blom, without offering a 
particular solution, asks that we study the enormous changes wrought by 
temperatures dropping “only” 3.6 degrees F. During this Little Ice Age, life 
changed forever. 

Blom skillfully segues from the initial agricultural crises into the eco- 
nomic, social, scientific, military and cultural tsunami that followed, devot- 
ing a third section to changes in European thinking, which shift to empirical 
observation, Blom notes, we call, “the Enlightenment.” 

An engaging writer, Blom offers no solutions to present concerns, but 
compellingly illustrates far, how wide, how deep, disruption can be, and how 
futile it is to cast blame rather than observing empirically what is, and what 
must change. ll 
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ARTS & CULTURE | BY CHRIS TARBOX 


JOHN TOWNSEND: A REVIEW RETROSPECTIVE 


As we close out the year, Lavender looks back at a 
longtime friend who we lost in late October. Since Laven- 
der began in 1995, John Townsend was our go-to source 
for all things arts and theater, providing countless pre- 
views, reviews, and in-depth analyses on local and tour- 
ing arts productions that passed through the Twin Cities 
over the last 25 years. 

Losing John was a major loss for not only Lavender, 
but for the Twin Cities arts and GLBT communities as 
well. To celebrate his unwavering commitment to writ- 
ing for the arts and his brilliance as both a scribe and asa 
human being, we present to you a handful of his reviews 
and features written for Lavender over the years. This is 
only a mere fraction of the staggering volume of pieces 
John has written for us, and we will miss his dedication 
and friendship greatly. 


WAITING FOR GODOT: 
BOEHLKE SPIRITUALIZES 
THE VOID 


Jungle Theater, Minneapolis 
Originally published in Lavender Issue No. 12, Nov. 10, 
1995 

Every time I come into contact with the plays of Sam- 
uel Beckett, I feel compelled to immerse myself in the 
essays of Ayn Rand as a form of detoxification. Beckett’s 
mid-century nihilism—the understandable reaction to the 
horrendous toll of fascism and totalitarianism which that 
more naive era was unable to integrate into conscious- 
ness—became the prototype for many writers and artists 
of the beatnik and hippie generation. His declaration of 
war on narrative structure, religion, and romanticism 
actually betrays a strident, albeit cleverly veiled, sympa- 
thy with Marxism, which has been unearthed astutely 
and emphasized by director Bain Boehlke at the Jungle 
Theater in the current production of Beckett's Waiting for 
Godot. 

Our own era of increasing class division and exces- 
sive homelessness, which Republicanism craftily has 
overseen, seems to inform Boehlke’s take on this ab- 
surdist classic, known for its clownish hobo motifs. For- 
tunately for the audience, Boehlke cannot seem to shirk 
his intrinsically romantic sense of life, as he stresses 
with visceral cruelty Godofs major subplot of the au- 
thoritarian land baron, Pozzo (Allen Hamilton), and 
his masochistic slave, Lucky (Charles Schumins- 
ki). These two marvelous actors have created an 
overwhelmingly intense depiction of dominance 
and submission reminiscent of existentialist/ro- 
mantic Jean Genet’s The Maids. Godot plays al- = 
most larger than life, as opposed an empty and C y 
meaningless cosmos. { 

Boehlke goes on to spiritualize the void, 
aided by Wm. Р. Healey’s ghostly lighting in the 
two sequences where “A Boy” (Chase Nelson), cos- 
tumed by Amelia Breuer in gentle off-white peas- 
ant garb—connoting childlike innocence 
and lost angelic sense—enters the ac- 
tion to hauntingly ethereal effect. 
Moreover, the boy makes unset- 
tling reports of class brutality to 
the play’s shabby burlesquean 
central characters. 

Kevin Kling and Michael 
Sommers portray the comic 
duo, Vladimir and Estragon, 
with delightful inventiveness. 
These two actors almost make 
you forget how tedious so 
much of Beckett’s dialogue is. 

Fable has it that Waiting for 
Godot is an exceedingly random 
and shapeless play, but I’m afraid 
Boehlke punctures that little bub- 
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ble of conventional wisdom. As usual, he has tapped into 
an emotional artery lesser directors never even would 
suspect exists, which spirits forth striking stage pictori- 
als. Moreover, by sensitizing us to the savage ramifica- 
tions of Beckett’s godless universe, Boehlke paradoxical- 
ly reconstructs a spiritual reflection of Waiting for Godot 
that elicits compassion, if not empathy, from the audi- 
ence for the character’s suffering. Through Boehlke’s 
lens, this play is not random, but a reasonably delineated 
dramatic essay on the stagnation and dissipation of the 
human spirit. From his vantage point at century’s end, 
Boehlke sees to it that nihilism duly is annihilated. 


WINTER OF THE PATRIARCH 


Guthrie Lab, Minneapolis 
Originally published in Lavender Issue No. 117, Nov. 19, 
1999 

If you've ever watched autumn leaves get swept up 
into little whirlwind spirals, then you're apt to recog- 
nize the visual and emotional spirals sweeping through 
Arthur Miller’s towering 1998 drama, Mr Peters’ Con- 
nections, now at the Guthrie Lab, beautifully directed 
by James Houghton—although its inherent torment is 
more akin to winter. 

The play is set in a cafeteria in the fifth dimension 
with what looks like leaves for a floor rather than lino- 
leum or carpet. An elderly intellectual, Harry Peters, 
exquisitely understated by William Biff McGuire, medi- 
ates on people he has cared about and/or loved—roman- 
tically and otherwise—and laments the deterioration of 
modern to postmodern culture. He asks, "Where has all 
the sweetness gone?" and concludes despairingly that 
"humiliation is the key." 

A former lover, Cathy-May (Kaili Vernoff), wears 
a dog collar symbolic of her subjugation to a violent 
husband, Larry (Dominic Fumusa). Adele, a homeless 
African-American woman poignantly rendered by Isabell 
Monk, represents not so much the economics as the bro- 
ken hearts and dreams of a vulgar age. 

Houghton borrows from impressionistic painting. 
His superb actors twirl in gusts of agonizing miscommu- 
nications, only to be systematically redispersed into the 
infinite. Harry yearns for closure with each character, 

but, regrettably, they are now only phantoms. 
Mr. Peters’ Connections’s dream-like 
atmosphere, splendidly enhanced by 
Christine Jones’s set, recalls Miller’s 
1964 confessional masterpiece, After the 
Fall. Mr. Peters’ Connections, however, 
transcends the personal without ever 
losing intimacy. It becomes an elegy 
for the 20th century, but without the 
politics one would suspect of a play- 
wright who many is synonymous with 
left-wing activism. What emerges is 
something universal and sublime, 


John 
Townsend. 
Photo by 
Hubert 
Bonnet 


possibly even monumental, beyond classification or 
partisanship. And to have penned such a poetic vision of 
such astonishing grace and anguish at age 82 is a stag- 
gering triumph of the human spirit. 


REELING 


Children’s Theatre Company, Minneapolis 
Originally published in Lavender Issue No. 280, Feb. 17, 
2006 

Talk about a production that recreates an era and 
style! Reeling at Children’s Theatre Company qualifies 
big-time. 

Playwright Barry Kornhauser’s genius lies not in his 
dialogue—hardly any to be had, save for captions occa- 
sionally flashed high above the action. Rather, he tells 
a simple love story by emulating madcap images, stock 
figures, and formulaic plot lines spun from the silent 
movies of nearly a century ago. 

The play’s dynamic energy is revved further by Mi- 
chael Koerner's rollicking ragtime score, as well as zany 
onstage sound effects rendered by Joe Chvala. 

One marvels at how the gifted Dean Holt portrays 
Reeling’s romantic hero, simply named Little Fellow, 
with agility and plasticity reminiscent of silent-film comic 
superstar Buster Keaton. 

While playing a street cleaner, Little Fellow encoun- 
ters Big Man, which refers not only to actor Zach Curtis’s 
linebacker build, but also to socioeconomic arrogance. 

Their first face-off crackles with eye-popping cat-and- 
mouse pratfalls down manholes, through garbage cans, 
and in abandoned buildings oh-so-cleverly fitted for slap- 
stick antics by set designer Joseph D. Dodd. 

Better yet, the frippery never lets up. Beth Gilleland 
delights as Diva, a matinee idol desperately full of her- 
self. Rebecca Lord charms as Beloved, the ingenue. 

Equally stellar is director Peter C. Broisius’s overall 
ensemble. As costumed by Fabio Toblini, they revivify 
Keystone Cops kineticism and cheesy glamour worth of 
Ramon Novarro or Theda Bara. 


УЛТ AT PATRICK'S 


CELEBRATES THE GAY MALE 
SENSIBILITY 


Patrick's Cabaret, Minneapolis 
Originally published online on April 19, 2012 

Just what is a gay sensibility? Should those who sup- 
press their orientation even count? But what about those 
in times or places where it could not be shown unless 
on pain of death, exile, or incarceration? Should a gay 
sensibility only be considered if the artists are out? But 
then just how out and how vocal should the gay artist 
be in order to be considered to have a gay sensibility? 
And what about straight artists who collaborate on gay- 
themed work? 

Curators David DeBlieck, Dennis Yelkin, and Ger- 
ry Girouard will have you chewing on these questions 
when you see Que(e)ries, an evening of dance steered 
by out gay artists reflecting their life observations at Pat- 
rick’s Cabaret. DeBlieck shares, “When I started study- 
ing Dance History, I was immediately drawn to steamy 
photos of young, hunky Ted Shawn, often dancing with 
no shirt and surrounded by a gaggle of other glistening 
young bucks. My gaydar went wild! More complicated 
images of Kazuo Ohno doing butoh in female drag 
opened my mind to larger issues of gender performance 
and embodiment.” 

DeBlieck’s historical view will play out in 15 Pos- 
es which uses photos of the iconic ballet dancer, Nijinsky, 
with musical selections by Claude Debussy, Karl Zero, 
and Jimmy Somerville, who was synonymous with the 
'80s gay club scene. 

Yelkin draws from his own personal connection with 
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gay history. He became aware of his sexuality in the late 
’50s and says, “As a young boy, it made me afraid and 
guarded of who I was. Living near San Francisco I would 
read newspaper stories about the tenderloin area and 
gay prostitution arrests. Negative as these stories were, 
it let me know that there were others like me. Then 
Stonewall happened.” 

In the tradition of the Patrick’s venue, Yelkin will cel- 
ebrate the male body electric. He curates a nude photo 
session on stage between photographer Robert Guttke 
and straight performer Jerome Bowden. Bowden grew 
up with a gay brother, Nic. He recalls that “a poor use 
of the word ‘gay’ was being thrown around in like third 
grade. My mom and my brother pretty much put an end 
to that right away.” 

Yelkin joins Girouard in a duet that, Girouard re- 
lates, “was created as a Memorial Dance for Joan Calof, 
a great supporter of GLBTQ people and Patrick’s Caba- 
ret. It plays with the overlapping need for touch, in de- 
sire, grief and intimacy and to just have two people of the 
same gender just dance together.” 

One of Minnesota’s great veteran dancers is part 
of Que (e) ries. Jim Lieberthal says that “being invited into 
this particular assembly of artists has created a zone for 
me to do a piece which is not usually a part of my focus. 
The idea of loving and referring back to that love as a 
focus in what I feel is a specifically gay resonance. It is 
part and parcel of what I will present this time around. I 
feel that my being out opens up shutters and allows a 
sensitivity to see what might be possible, along with an 
impetuous impertinence to actually ‘go there.’ That is an 
inheritance of my out-ness for which I am very grateful.” 

Other remarkable contributing artists are Emerson 
Ball, Justin Caron, Derek Phillips and Christopher Wat- 
son. 


844 Grand Av. St. Paul | (just east of Victoria) 


AN EXQUISITE SENSE AND 
SENSIBILITY 
AT THE GUTHRIE 


Guthrie Theatre, Minneapolis 
Originally published online on Oct. 21, 2016 

No one ever wrote about the delicate relations be- 
tween men and women and the intersection of economic 
realities like Jane Austen. Kate Hamill’s superb stage 
adaptation of her first and hugely popular novel, Sense 
and Sensibility, distills the true essence of one of the 
greatest of novelist’s core concerns. The two unmarried 
Dashwood sisters lose the bulk of their inheritance and 
are thrust into a meager lifestyle. This means they are 
ineligible to marry in the eyes of various men of means. 
Austen examines how they strive to maintain their dig- 
nity as they grapple with this prejudice. 

At the Guthrie, Alejandra Escalante plays sister Mar- 
ianne, who personifies Sense. This means she lets her 
passions be known and her unfiltered thoughts pour out. 
It also points at times to her lack of reflection necessary 
for weighing out complex practical and emotional prob- 
lems. That said, sense is a vital quality at some points. 

Jolly Abraham as sister, Elinor, personifies «Sensibil- 
ity.» She treads more carefully in how she navigates the 
class change she has been thrown into and she looks 
more closely and wisely at the character of the men who 
enter the sisters’ lives. Though this may ward off embar- 
rassment, it doesn’t necessarily ensure happiness. Both 
actresses embody the Austen aesthetic and contrast to 
pure perfection. 

The entire ensemble is exquisite in their represen- 
tations of gender codes and privilege gradations. Sarah 
Rasmussen has directed Sense and Sensibility with whim- 
sical imagination and an utterly channeled sense of the 


Austen spirit. Junghyun Georgia Lee’s minimal set de- 
sign and Moria Sine Clinton’s costumes capture the era 
splendidly. 


JEFFERSON TOWNSHIP 
SPARKLES INDEED AT PARK 
SQUARE 


Park Square Theatre, St. Paul 
Originally published online on July 16, 2019 

If you're looking for a pop musical that reels in 
the laughs with lots of snappy tunes, then catch Jeffer- 
son Township Sparkling Junior Talent Pageant on Park 
Square's Andy Boss stage. When Frannie Foster Wallace 
returns to her greater Minnesota township after several 
disappointing years as a city-dweller, she remains dis- 
appointed that those who stayed in Jefferson have not 
advanced toward self-actualization. In fact, a few of them 
seem to have gone backwards. To make matters worse, 
her peer group is caught in a kind of time warp dating 
back to when a talent pageant ended in tragic absurdity 
decades before. 

Choreographer Antonia Perez, music director Brian 
Pekol and fellow musicians Kyle Baker and Elise Santa 
have paced Keith Hovis's charming musical with zestful- 
ly energetic power. A dynamic Kelly Houlehan as Fran- 
nie and a warm-hearted Zach Garcia as the honorable 
Travis, the boy her heart throbbed for in high school, 
are touching as they feel out just how to relate to one an- 
other so many years later. Ryan London Levin and Leslie 
Vincent are absolutely uproarious as the slacker and the 
narcissist who have each turned self-centeredness into 
a lifestyle. Laura Leffler, known for her striking directo- 
rial work in heavy ancient tragedy, reveals she also has a 
wonderful flair for the madcap! Ё 
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LAVENDER 
COMMUNITY : 
AWARDS 


The winners of the Lavender Community Awards demonstrate clear dedication and 
leadership in the GLBT community by being either out or an ally and working for the 
advancement of the community that is comprised of gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, 
queer, and allied people. Without further ado, we are proud to present the recipients of 
the 2019 Lavender Community Awards. 


BY KASSIDY TARALA 
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WHITE BEAR £ 
MITSUBISHI 


Organizational Involvement: Genera 
er of the White Bear Lake Mitsubishi dealé 

Richard Herod III is the general mana; 
Lake Mitsubishi dealership, which supp 
nity initiatives, including Twin Cities Р 
Heartland, the Polar Plunge, and Me 
Richard, who is openly gay, works with 
dealership to support diversity and cele 
munity. 

"Our company's mission is 'To be so 
able to be helpful to others.' We are notl 
munity we serve," Herod says. "It is im 
back because we are here only becaus 
ceive. I remember going to my first E 


RICHARD 


er and own- 


ite Bear 

] commu- 

d Harvest 

d Centers. 


out the com- 

t for us to give 

? support we re- 
and it was great te 


see the companies and people that stood with me and my ide 


tity. For this reason, its a pleasure 
for others." 
Herod says the e 
on your ability to be yourself anc 
Herod, that environment was 
ago when he first started y 
ership. | 
“We all have a chance t а tic 
the communities we serve on a daily basis 
business community, being out, proud, anc 
a safe place for employees, customers, and 
our dealership,” he says. “When I started 
part-time in college, the leadership group 
place for me to be myself, so it is just па! 
offer this for the future generations of emp 


e to do the s 
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ROYA 
MOLTAJI 


Organizational Involvement: Financial 
planner of her own business, Roya Relational 
Financial Planning 

Roya Moltaji is a Minneapolis-based finan- 
cial planner who started her own business, 
Roya Relational Financial Planning and is 
heavily involved in volunteering and commu- 
nity activism. 

“My professional involvement with the 
LGBTQ+ community has been punctuated 
by active membership in the local LGBTQ+ 
chamber of commerce (Twin Cities Quo- 
rum), employing LGBTQ+ staff, mentorship 
of younger LGBTQ+ community members 

аййфреег, advocacy in the local and national 
workplace, and lending my time and financial 
ET { to the important work being done 
fana such as OutFront MN, RE- 

SLAIM!, Family Tree Clinic, Clare Housing, 

Aliveness Project, PFund Foundation, HRC, 
and 20% Theatre Company,” Moltaji says. 
oltaji says that, while financial planning 
iS about the numbers and logistics of things, it 
also involves emotions more than most people 
know. 

"Do you remember the multiple choice 
tests in school telling us to choose the best 
answer? The financial services industry 
emphasizes the numbers, but in real life, it 
is emotions and life's events that drive deci- 
sions. There is rarely only one 'right' answer 
when contemplating financial choices. With 
this in mind, I seek to find the best answer 
to the questions at hand and to help my cli- 
ents understand that the best answer may 
change defending on the unfolding of their 
lives," aji says. “Relational financial plan- 

iugis'atthe core of my practice. This means 
th he process impacts how the outcome 
T enced. Authentic engagement and 
Wisitive approach allows the couple's 
alues to rise to the surface and lead 
nfi dent financial decisions that support 
la ionship.” 

\ be nefit for GLBT clients is seeing Molt- 
sine her authentic self at work, she says. 
owed for greater access to financial 
dine for GLBT folks looking for someone 
Speaks their language." 

addition, as an Iranian-American, my 
бе has especially increased access for 
Jr hof color who are part of the LGBTQ+ 
munity. We can act as a beacon for each 
т, leading to increased financial stability 
ence for more people and commu- 
adds. 
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East Central Minnesota Pride started 
in 2005 when it was one of just two rural 
Pride events in America. In its 16th year, 
the 2020 Pride anticipates a record number 
of area businesses and organizations will be 
involved due to recent interest shown and 
cultivated relationships with the local com- 
munity. 

“Our primary goal has always been to 
raise awareness and advocate for LGBTQ 
persons in our communities across the re- 
gion,” says East Central Minnesota Pride 
committee member Phil Schroeder. 

East Central Minnesota Pride offers a 
scholarship program for senior students and 


ORGANIZATION AWARD 


EAST CENTRAL 
MINNESOTA PRIDE 


freshman college students identifying as 
GLBT and attending schools in the region. 
Pride raises its funds through a garage sale 
in May, food and vendor sales at the event, 
and donations. 

The scholarship program has gained a 
lot of attention, and Schroeder says they are 
now getting scholarship donations from indi- 
viduals, businesses, and other organizations 
including Men’s Circle and Purple Circle. 
They awarded their first scholarship in 2016 
and have been able to give approximately 
four to five $500 scholarships each year 
since. The annual Pride event is held in Pine 
City, Minnesota. 


“Many of our members have lived the 
sometimes painful experience of raising a 
LGBTQ+ child in a rural, small town. Though 
many great strides have been made over the 
past decade, there still is much work to do. 
We've seen through our and others’ work 
that raising local awareness has allowed LG- 
BTQ people to more openly live their lives,” 
Schroeder says. “More and more people in 
our rural areas are discovering that their gay 
neighbors are just that: neighbors, friends, 
co-workers, and active community members, 
just like them. Like any other marginalized 
population, when understood, they bring an 
increased richness to our community.” 


CORPORATE AWARD 
AMERIPRISE FINANCIAL 


Ameriprise Financial, which was founded and is headquar- 
tered in Minneapolis, supports GLBT initiatives and causes, hosts 
GLBT events open to the public at its headquarters, and hosts 
quarterly global Diversity Speaker Series and their annual Global 
Inclusion Week that helps to build cultural awareness and engage- 
ment with all of its employees and advisors. 

“At Ameriprise, we are committed to driving diversity and inclu- 
sion among our network of financial advisors and corporate employ- 
ees. As part of this commitment, we aim to be a best place to work for 
the LGBTQ+ community and have the following initiatives in place,” 
says Rudy Rodriguez, vice president of diversity and inclusion for 
Ameriprise Financial. 

Ameriprise’s PRIDE Business Resource Network, an employee 
resource group sponsored by an executive leadership team member, 
fosters a work environment that is inclusive and supportive of GLBT 
employees, empowering them to perform to their fullest potential. 
Additionally, Ameriprise supports the HRC’s vision to create a world 
where GLBT people are ensured of their basic equal rights and can be 
open, honest, and safe at home, at work, and in the community. 

“We also provide philanthropic support to organizations that sup- 
port the LGBTQ+ community, including YouthLink, The Aliveness 
Project, and Center on Halsted,” says Rodriguez. “We offer support 
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to LGBTQ clients. For example, we offer dual client analysis for do- 
mestic partners and single people in relationships. Dual client analysis 
allows financial advisors to help domestic partners create a shared 
plan for the future. We are committed to serving the LGBTQ+ com- 
munity and we engage in marketing and advertising to share how our 
services cater to this diverse and unique community.” 

Rodriguez says one of Ameriprise’s core values is respect for the 
individuals and communities in which they live and work. 

“At Ameriprise, diversity is reflected in everything that drives our 
success—from our people, corporate values, and business strategy, to 
our culture and our commitment to giving back to the communities 
where we live and work. Embracing a variety of experiences, opinions 
and lifestyles enhances our organization and helps us effectively serve 
our clients,” Rodriguez adds. 
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eagleBOLTbar Hosts Panel Discussion 
on Trans/Nonbinary Inclusion 


A panel discussion on the inclusion of trans 
and nonbinary people, especially as members 
of the leather/BDSM/fetish community, was 
presented Nov. 3 at eagleBOLTbar. Panel mem- 
bers were Whiskey Sickmann (he/him), An- 
astasia Snow (she/her), and Rylee Sickmann 
(they/them), who is the current Mx Minnesota 
Leather Pride. The panel was moderated by Ju- 
nior Avalos (they/them), campus and organiz- 
ing coordinator for OutFront Minnesota. 

Trans/Nonbinary Inclusion discussion pan- 
el members at eagleBOLTbar, from left: Anasta- 
sia Snow, Whiskey Sickmann, Rylee Sickmann, 
and Junior Avalos. Photo by Steve Lenius. 

The discussion was an inclusive and safe 
space for everyone, of all gender identities, to 
respectfully ask questions, share information 
and feelings, and learn how to create more such 
safe and inclusive community spaces. Following 
are some takeaways from the discussion. 

Definition of terms: Trans people (trans- 
women or transmen), as Whiskey explained, 
don't identify with the sex they were born with: 
“I was born female and don't identify as such any 
longer." Rylee identifies as both nonbinary and 
genderqueer, terms that "fit best for me because 
I feel like I have a lot of both masculine and femi- 
nine traits, and don't necessarily fit real nicely 
into either one ofthe boxes of man or woman, but 
more somewhere in the middle." Also according 
to Rylee, a person who is agender doesn't identify 
with gender at all. Cis, or cisgendered, people are 
those who identify with the sex they were born 
with. (In case you're wondering, "cis-" is a Latin- 
derived prefix meaning “оп this side of" or “оп 
the same side of.") 

Transitioning is more than hormones 
and surgery. Transitioning has both medical 
and social aspects. Generally, people transition 
socially before they transition medically. 

Don't say *preferred pronouns." Asking 
someone about their “preferred pronouns” in- 
sinuates that gender is a matter of choice, and 
it's not—just as I would never say I “chose” to 
be a gay man who is attracted to other men. So 
skip the “preferred” and simply say “My pro- 
nouns are," or ask someone, "What are your 
pronouns?" 
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Trans/Nonbinary Inclusion discussion panel members at eagleBOLTbar, from left: Anastasia Snow, Whiskey Sick- 
mann, Rylee Sickmann, and Junior Avalos. Photo by Steve Lenius. 


*Passing" can be complicated. For a 
transwoman or transman, “passing” means oth- 
er people see them (specifically their gender) 
as they see themselves. But Rylee noted that 
"there really is no way to pass as non-binary. 
If I’m walking down the street, somebody is 
likely to perceive me either as female or male." 

*Passing" can be a safety issue. Trans 
people who have more "passing privilege" are 
less likely to encounter the transphobia, and 
sometimes violence, experienced by people 
who are not perceived as their gender or are 
perceived as trans. However, not every trans 
person is concerned with passing, or even 
wants to pass. 

*Stealth" is a subset of "passing." A 
trans person with a lot of passing privilege can 
“live stealth," meaning they are not immedi- 
ately perceived as trans. Living stealth can be 
easier and safer in certain situations. But some 
people don't have the option of living stealth. 
For example, Rylee noted that "There is no 
stealth non-binary. It's just not a thing." 

If you know someone is stealth, keep 
quiet about it. Whiskey admonished that “If 
you are a cis person and you know a trans person 
who is stealth, or you find out a person is trans 
but stealth—shut up about it. Don't say anything 
to anyone else. If you hear other people talking 
about it, tell them, ‘Hey, they're stealth, don't 
share that information. Its dangerous. It can 
get them hurt or killed. It's not your information 
to share—it's their information to share." 

Rather than assume what someone's 
pronouns are, ask. It's part of getting to 
know someone. People at the discussion sug- 
gested asking “What do your friends call you?" 


or just a simple “What are your pronouns?" 

If you use a wrong pronoun for some- 
one and they correct you, apologize. But 
don't get too flustered about it. Humans are not 
perfect, and sometimes even trans people use 
the wrong pronouns for other trans people. If 
someone cares enough to talk with you about 
their pronouns, their goal is simply to give you 
that information—it’s not meant as an attack 
(as long as you were not trying to be hurtful or 
disrespectful). 

Maybe you don't need gendered pro- 
nouns at all. There are workarounds. Use 
someone's name instead of a pronoun. Say 
“Good morning" and “thank you" without add- 
ing "sir," “ma’am,” or another gendered word to 
the end of what you say. It takes practice, but it's 
possible. (For years, this column has used the 
singular "they" as a gender-inclusive pronoun.) 

Leather spaces can be safe spaces for 
trans and nonbinary people. One audience 
member pointed out, “It’s worth remember- 
ing that a lot of us who are going through the 
early parts of our transition are often also re- 
exploring our sexualities. A lot of us know that 
in leather spaces there are rules, there are con- 
ventions, and there are people who will step in 
and stop things from going wrong." 

Inclusive spaces are worth creating. 
Think about the experience a cis white male has 
when they walk into an establishment. In an in- 
clusive space, that will be the same experience 
that everyone else has walking into that estab- 
lishment. 

*Just be respectful." That's how Whiskey 
put it, adding, “Yeah, that's kinda what it boils 
down to." E 
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From Summer Camp 
To The Synagogue 


Rabbi Aaron Weininger of Adath Jeshurun Congregation shares how he made his way from 
summer camp days to being the first openly gay person to be admitted to rabbinical school in the 
Conservative denomination of Judaism. 


Through Rabbi Aaron Weininger’s darkest days, one thing has al- 
ways remained constant: his community. When Weininger was in sixth 
grade, his sister was undergoing chemotherapy at Sloan-Kettering Hos- 
pital in Manhattan. While his parents stayed with her in the hospital, 
Weininger says he never had to worry whether or not he’d be getting 
dinner each night. 

“That winter, hot meals arrived daily at our home. Amidst crisis, our 
community sustained us. With my sister back home and recovering, it 
was the same community that danced at my Bar Mitzvah one year later,” 
he explains. 

At a young age, the strength of Weininger’s Jewish community was 
very apparent to him. He grew up in an active synagogue community in 
New York, attended Jewish day school and summer camp, and was in 
USY (United Synagogue Youth) summer programs. 

“All of these pointed to the power of connecting the spark of each 
person to something greater in the face of joy and crisis. Each person 
has a spark. As a rabbi, I believe in creating space for that spark to con- 
nect with others—to find challenge, comfort, and grow in relationship,” 
Weininger says. 

From his summer school days to now, when Weininger serves as an 
associate rabbi at Adath Jeshurun Congregation in Minnetonka, commu- 
nity has always been of utmost importance to him. But not just his Jewish 
community. As the first openly gay person to be accepted into rabbinical 
school in the Conservative denomination of Judaism, the GLBT commu- 
nity is an important home to Weininger, too. 

“I always felt God's love, but felt my Jewish community denying it. 
So there was no conflict or need to reconcile between my faith and my 
sexuality. Just faith in my community to really see me, and the rest of the 
LGBTQ community, and to embrace us,” Weininger says. 

During his senior year of college in 2006, two weeks before the 
Conservative movement's historic decision to change its policy on gay 
ordination, Weininger says his childhood synagogue hosted its annual 
Thanksgiving homecoming Shabbat. 

"t was a beloved tradition to invite all former synagogue youth group 
leaders to speak about Jewish life on campus. I learned that coming out 
as gay shut down my invitation to speak. At my Bar Mitzvah, I wasn’t 
ready to accept myself. But at 21, my synagogue wasn’t ready to accept 
me,” Weininger recalls. “The hurt deepened later as I came to mentor 
kids in different settings in rabbinical school who did not feel safe com- 
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Rabbi Aaron Weininger is the first openly gay person to be accepted into rabbinical 
school in the Conservative denomination of Judaism. Photo by Lee Prohofsky 


ing out, who feared getting kicked out of their homes, who felt they were 
crushing their parents’ dreams, who left Judaism, and worse. I felt fortu- 
nate. My parents and siblings were behind me. I began to appreciate how 
many people came before me, and made it possible, who put themselves 
out there for me to be a rabbi.” 

Now a rabbi himself, Weininger focuses on engaging the community 
of his synagogue in the GLBT community at a young age. Starting with 
the books they read to our preschool kids—reflecting the many ways to 
celebrate family, the messages conveyed from the pulpit, and the conver- 
sations that happen face-to-face with teens and adults. 

“Adath is proud to support J-Pride, a local effort through Jewish Fam- 
ily and Children’s Service of Minneapolis, participate in annual Pride fes- 
tivities, and work closely with Keshet (a national Jewish organization). 


Rabbi Aaron Weininger, seen here to the left of Hazzan Joanna Dulkin and Rabbi Har- 
old Kravitz, is an associate rabbi at the Adath Jeshurun Congregation in Minnetonka. 
Photo by Lee Prohofsky 


The Keshet Leadership Project, which Adath just completed, was a year- 
long multi-phased program that gathers, trains, provides resources for, 
and supports Jewish institutions to become more inclusive of LGBTQ 
individuals and families,” he says. 

Another way Weininger focuses on the needs of the GLBT com- 
munity is by always using warm and welcoming language. Adath uses 
wording like “We are straight, LGBTQ, Ashkenazi, Sepharadi, people of 
color, all ages, physical abilities and family structures" instead of “we 
welcome ‘you' in its membership materials. Additionally, Adath strives 
to eliminate limiting gendered language. Instead of asking B’nai Mitzvah 
families to circle “male” or “female” on their forms, Weininger says they 
leave a blank space after the words “gender identity” to welcome any 
response and keep pace with each family. 

Since becoming the first openly gay person to be admitted into rab- 
binical school in the Conservative denomination of Judaism, Weininger 
has merged his faith and GLBT identity in the welcoming environment 
of Adath. He says visibility has been an important part of this. 

“Making each person feel a vital part of the community is much more 
powerful than sending the message that ‘we’ welcome 'you'—as if the 
‘you’ is detached. I certainly know as the grandson of a Holocaust sur- 
vivor the power of being visible, whether wearing my tallit, lighting the 
Hanukkah candles, or many other Jewish rituals that proudly and pub- 
licly proclaim to the world that we will never be ashamed of who we are,” 
Weininger says. “Each one of us must be prepared to live and draw from 
our lived experience to help others access theirs.” 

For more information about Rabbi Aaron Weininger, visit adathjeshu- 
run.org. Ё 


NORTHWESTERN Ф HEALTH SCIENCES 
UNIVERSITY 


IMPROVE 


Join the fastest-growing areas 
in integrative healthcare 
and start your career 
with the education, empathy, and 
alumni network you need to succeed. 


КЛ nwhealth.edu/lavender = 952-885-5409 
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OUR LIVES 


SENIOR LIVING | BY KASSIDY TARALA 


ComForcare, Stay 
For Independent Living 


ComForCare offers seniors the opportunity to live as independently as 


There’s only so much time family members 
and loved ones can dedicate to caring for their 
parents, grandparents, and other seniors in 
their lives. Which is why seniors, especially 
those living with dementia and Alzheimer’s dis- 
ease, often need to leave the comfort of their 
homes and move to senior living communities 
where they can receive more care. But if you 
ask Kim Kirmeier, that’s not good enough. 

Kirmeier, owner and operator of ComFor- 
Care Home Care, St. Paul, experienced her own 
grandmother suffering from dementia, forcing 
her to leave her home for better equipped se- 
nior housing. “If she had better options, she 
could have stayed at home a lot longer than she 
did,” Kirmeier recalls. 

ComForCare provides transportation, 
home care, personal care, and companion care 
to seniors living independently. Kirmeier says 
their goal is to service any human being who 
wants to stay at home but can’t be entirely on 
their own. “We try to give them the best life 
they can live... give them as much freedom 
as we can give them so they can have a higher 
level of dignity in life,” she says. 

One of ComForCare’s programs is De- 
mentiaWise, which is recognized by the Al 
zheimer’s Association for its incorporation of 
evidenced-based dementia care practice rec- 
ommendations in Alzheimer’s and dementia, 
person-centered care, assessment and care 
planning, activities of daily living, and behav- 
iors and communication. 

“We ask our clients what their background 
is, interests, and we get that information from 
their family members, too,” Kirmeier says. “It 


possible through its caregiver programs. 


ComForCare 


HOME CARE 
Image courtesy of ComForCare 


creates a kind of template for caregivers, so in 
addition to knowing the physical and mental 
requirements, when to give them meds, if they 
need to be walked to the bathroom, utilitarian 
things like that, we can also know social stuff 
like if they like music, theater, and other more 
personal interests.” 

Kirmeier is dementia-certified and provides 
the same training tools for all caregivers, but 
ComForCare doesn’t stop within the company; 
Kirmeier says they also offer a 13-step training 
for family members so they can provide their 
loved ones the best care possible, too. Overall, 
Kirmeier says it’s most important to cater to 
the needs of each individual client. 

“We do light housekeeping, grocery shop- 
ping, and things like that, but really we’re there 
first and foremost to make their lives better,” 
she says. “Whether that’s doing their nails or 
giving them a little extra attention one day, 
we'd rather have our caregivers do that than 
rearrange the cupboards or something.” 

In addition to DementiaWise, ComForCare 
offers personalized home care consultations, 
which include home safety checks. “We check 
for tripping hazards, sometimes there’s not 
enough space for a wheelchair, that kind of 
stuff,” Kirmeier says. “Nine times out of 10, we 


have to get rid of the throw rugs and put more 
grab bars in.” 

They also gather more information about 
the clients’ medical history and background 
during personalized home care consultations, 
and they always start by asking “what does a 
bad day for you look like?” because they need 
to be fully prepared to provide care on clients’ 
worst days, Kirmeier says. 

“We'll be there on your good days, but we 
need to know what the bad days look like, too,” 
she says. “How do we get you moving? How do 
we take care of you on your worst day?” 

Kirmeier ensures all ComForCare caregiv- 
ers are fully prepared and trained regardless 
of their individual backgrounds in health care. 
She says they provide all caregivers the same 
training, which entails a five-hour online train- 
ing and some hands-on training, too. 

“When you’re working with dementia pa- 
tients, every day is different. What might work 
one day won’t always work another day, so we 
need to be trained for any situation,” she adds. 

ComForCare St. Paul serves the Twin Cit- 
ies proper as well as areas extending outside 
of the cities, including Waconia, Minnetonka, 
and West St. Paul, but Kirmeier says they try to 
stick to the 1494 and 1-694 loop. As for pricing, 
Kirmeier says ComForCare is competitive, of- 
fering some of the lowest in the market. E 


ComForCare 
420 Summit Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55102 
651-237-7727 
comforcare.com 
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OUR AFFAIRS 


BOOKS | BY Е.В. BOATNER 


In the Dream House 


Carmen Maria Machado 
Graywolf Press 
$26 


Abusive relationships happen in any relationship, hetero- or 
homosexual; the techniques and resulting damages are equally 
toxic. Machado relates her grad-school relationship with an abu- 
sive, unnamed, woman in fragments, each segment, whether 
sentence, paragraph or multi-page, written in a different literary 
form, as an attempt to retrace the path of shards that formed the 
doomed relationship. Each “Dream House as" denotes its style: 
"Perpetual Motion Machine," “Bildungsroman,” “Folktale Tax- 


Nature's Mutiny: How the Little Ice 

Age of the Long Seventeenth century 

Transformed the West and Shaped the 
resent 


Xi in =) Philipp Blom 


pee " Liveright Publishi 
NATURES s 


M U T SN Y. | If you're wondering how the current climate crisis will 
be LA work out, whatever you think are its causes, Philipp Blom will 
take you through an earlier event that illustrate that however 
or whyever a massive climate change occurs over time, it will 
alter forever the lives of those living through it and the future 


lives of those to come. Around 1570 (and earlier, sporadic ШШШ = ЗШ опошу,” “Cosmic Horror.” Many segments аге footnoted, ac- 
events) things began to get chilly. This happened worldwide, knowledging traditional folk tale motifs, which as they are read, 
Blom notes, but in this volume he concentrates on Europe, CARMEN MARIA MACHADO e.g., “Magic power lost by breaking taboo,” forces one to real- 
where there are many written records—public, private and ize that many things thought unique to oneself are actually the 
governmental—on which to draw. In short, the near 180-year sources of those malevolent tales. A sometimes difficult read, 
Little Ice Age transformed the world from a feudal to a capi- especially if the reader has her/himself traveled that dark path. 


talistic market society. Wonderfully written offering food for 
thought for our world today. . А А : 
A Wild and Precious Life: A Memoir 


Е LFRED > Aalfred and Aalbert , Anemon Edie Windsor with Joshua Lyon 
AA edie windsor St. Martin's Press 
p ALBE RT Morag Hood—Author and Illustrator Sein $27 99 
AN A * ; Реасһїгее = MM : 
* $16.95 = Edie Windsor (1929-2017) led a remarkable life, most no- 


tably recognized for her 2013 landmark Supreme Court case 
seeking government recognition for marriage to her partner of 
long standing, Thea Spyer. Her efforts opened the way for mar- 
riage equality in the United States, and led to worldwide recog- 
nition and runner-up (to Pope Francis) for Time’s Person of the 
Year. Between Windsor's own words and the interpolations of 
co-writer Joshua Lyon, who worked with Windsor, completing 
the book after her death, they fill in the story of a girl whose 
High school year-book summarized with, “Does Trig problems 
and breaks hearts.” A Senior Systems Programmer at IBM, she 
helped GLBT rights organizations set up data bases. Tough, 
witty, glamorous, persistent—like this book—her story will 
captivate. Ш 


Seeking a holiday book for young readers? Hood’s tale of 
two Aardvarks is a charming, witty, introduction to the joys of 
friendship and togetherness that gets its point across without 
preaching. The lads live in neighboring burrows, but have 
m never met since Aalbert is a diurnal creature, basking in the 

/" MoRAG Boop Ея sun, plucking flowers апа nibbling cheese, while Aalfred is 
nocturnal, snoozing away the day and emerging at night to 
glory in stars and picnics consisting mostly of broccoli. Oc- 
casionally Allbert muses, “I might like to be part of a pair,” 
while Aalbert opines, “I might like to be one of two.” For- 
tunately, a little matchmaking bird has been following every 
page, and conspires to bring the two together and open the 
way for broccoli fondue. 


Healthy Smiles 
for a Lifetime. THE PILLARS 
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OUR HOMES 


OUR RIDES | BY RANDY STERN | PHOTOS BY RANDY STERN 


OUR BEST OF 2019 


This was a year of change—for this column. 

If you are a regular reader, you have seen 
this column evolve from just presenting reviews 
of the latest and greatest vehicles that we hoped 
you would consider for your next purchase (or 
lease). We presented a variety of transportation 
options from using electric scooters for that last 
mile of your commute to covering motorcycles 
and maintenance for your vehicles. 

In the last few columns, we continue to 
evolve this column towards giving you ideas 
on where to take your vehicles, your significant 
others, your Rainbow Families, and/or your 
friends for a getaway from home. So far, we took 
you to Fargo-Moorhead, Mankato, and Cedar 
Rapids and shown you around each town for an 
experience that fits your lifestyle and your time 
away from home. 

However, this column is going back to its 
roots for one issue only. 

This columnist usually works with 40-50 ve- 
hicles per year. Fewer of them actually show up 
on these pages. If I do, they provide context for 
our adventures on the road. 

For this Year-End column, I wanted to pres- 
ent the best vehicles of the year that I had a 
chance to work with here and elsewhere. How- 
ever, it will always be my aim to bring them onto 
these pages, as I have received plenty of feed- 
back from you that you love the vehicles that ap- 
pear in this magazine—and I thank you for that! 

And, these are our best of 2019... 

€ HYUNDAI PALISADE: We talk about Rain- 
bow Families and their needs for transportation. 
More of us are having children or are merging 
our families together with our spouses and sig- 
nificant others. You still want the best out of your 
family transport. The new Hyundai Palisade of 
fers space for up to eight people over three rows. 
The third row can fit three children comfortably. 
Its V6 power and available all-wheel-drive do the 
job all year round. Most of all, its high style and 
high level of technology are what make the Pali- 
sade one of the most talked-about vehicles this 
year. It is definitely worth driving. 

© JAGUAR I-PACE: There's Tesla. Then, 
there's everyone else challenging Tesla. How- 
ever, when the topic of the Jaguar I-Pace comes 
up, why were you surprised? This is the Jaguar 
no one expected. And, yet, this is the Jaguar that 
has catapulted the British luxury/sport brand 
to the front of the electric vehicle movement. 
Room for four-to-five people with a crossover/ 
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hatchback body style and plenty of cargo space 
from front to back. Two electric motors make 
for a driving experience expected in a Jaguar— 
sporty and quick. It can also go up to 234 miles 
on a single charge from a full battery. If you're 
looking for an EV, check the I-Pace out! 

© JEEP GLADIATOR: This is a selection 
chosen more for you. We love Jeeps—we have 
in the decades after Stonewall. Jeeps helped 
liberate us towards freedom of expression and 
know no gender or sexual orientation. This 
newest Jeep caught your eye with its extended 
frame and attached bed behind a crew cab made 
from the Wrangler Unlimited four-door. Power 
comes from а 3.6-liter V6 with standard four- 
wheel drive. A diesel V6 is coming later in the 
2020 model year. As it stands, you can tow up to 
7,650 pounds and can haul up to 1,700 pounds in 
the bed. You can't get any more butch than this! 

© LEXUS ES: A year ago, Lexus introduced 
the newest generation of one of its original two 
offerings. The “smaller” ES is now a leading 
mid-sized premium sedan offering luxury, effi- 
ciency, performance, and a smooth quiet ride. 
As a result, the new ES is attracting a younger 
customer—thanks to the new ES 350 F Sport 
model. Plus, it offers the latest technology in 
safety and connectivity inside. You still have 
a choice of a V6 engine or a Hybrid driveline. 
Either way, you are coddled in fine luxury—at 
a price that does not put you out of reach of 
premium car reality. 

© MITSUBISHI ECLIPSE CROSS: For 
years, we love how the Mitsubishi Outlander 
Sport can take us anywhere we wanted to go. 
Through snow, ice, rain, and high heat, our 
Outlander Sports were trusty enough to be 
one our local favorite vehicles. The Eclipse 
Cross is designed perfectly for us—a high- 
styled crossover with great all-wheel-drive 
traction, a powerful turbocharged engine, im- 
proved technology and safety. And, we have 
responded by trading in our Outlander Sports 
for Eclipse Crosses. Welcome to your new favor- 
ite vehicle, simply because a little extra does go 
along way! 

© VOLVO XC40: As I pointed over the past 
eight years, we love Volvos. And, Volvos love us. 
It is a match made in... Sweden. Except, this 
one is assembled in Belgium. Still, the XC40 is a 
great urban runabout that offers Volvo style and 
luxury in a size made for St. Paul's Lowertown 
or Uptown Minneapolis. It is also attainable for 
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2018 Lexus LC 5008 
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— 2018 Honda Accord 


2018 Kia Stinger 


anywhere you live while giving you every safety 
feature Volvo has perfected since the 1950s. The 
turbocharged engine and all-wheel-drive will get 
you through the winter. You can also load up the 
rear with your yield from your day’s shopping! 
Plus, it was a wonderful road trip vehicle. 

The next year will see more road trips to des- 
tinations near and far from home. Look for me 
(and Lavender Magazine) somewhere down the 
road. I might be driving something wonderful to 
your part of the world! E 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly non- 
profit organizations. To reserve your 
listing in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email 
advertising @ lavendermagazine.com. 


AIDS/HIV 

One Heartland 

Camp True Colors for LGBTQ+ youth and 
Camp Heartland for youth impacted by 
HIV/AIDS. 

2101 Hennepin Ave. S., Suite 200 
Minneapolis, MN 55405 

(612) 824-6464 

www.oneheartland.org 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 


Quorum 

Your GLBTA chamber of commerce 
working to invigorate, build & partner for 
a diverse business community. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 209 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 460-8153 

www. twincitiesquorum.com 


EDUCATION 


Northwestern Health Sciences 
University 

Natural healthcare degrees and 
certificates in acupuncture/Chinese 
Medicine, chiropractic, massage therapy, 
and B.S. completion. 

2501 W. 84th St. 

Bloomington, MN 55431-1599 

(952) 885-5409 

www.nwhealth.edu 


EVENT VENUES 


Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. 5th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 


GOVERNMENT 

City of Saint Paul 

Department of Human Rights & Equal 
Economic Opportunity 

Your civil rights are protected! The City of 
Saint Paul champions justice and equity 
for all. 

15 W Kellogg Blvd, Suite 280 

Saint Paul, MN 55102 

651-266-8966 

www.stpaul.gov/hreeo 
hrightscomplaints@ci.stpaul.mn.us 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
With HIV/AIDS — on-site тео, food shelf, 
and supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

612) 824-LIFE (5433) 

www.dliveness.org 


Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexual 
health services to meet your needs. 
619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


JustUs Health 

LGBTQ-friendly counseling and referral; 
HIV prevention and support; public 
education, research and advocacy. 
#HelpHelps 

2577 Territorial Road W. 

Saint Paul, MN 55114 

(800) 243-7321 Minnesota AIDSLine 
(612) 341-2060 General info 

www JustUsHealth.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get 
confidential tests & treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 
www.reddoorservices.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 


KFAI Radio - 90.3 FM (MPLS) 106.7 
FM (STP) 

Home of “Fresh Fruit”, the longest running 
weekly Queer radio show in the country. 
Listen on air or online. 

Bailey Building - 1808 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55454 

612) 341-3144 

www.KFAl.org 


Radio K - Real College Radio 

Radio К (КООМ) is the award-winning 
student-run radio station of the University 
of Minnesota. 

610 Rarig Center 330 21st Ave S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.RadioK.org 


MUSEUM 


Minneapolis Institute of Art 

Enjoy masterpieces from all over the 
world & every period of human history. 
Free admission daily! 

2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-3000 

www.artsmia.org 


Minnesota Historical Society Sites & 
Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical Society's 
26 historic sites and museums part of your 
vacation plans. 

www.mnhs.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities' best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


Lyric Arts Main Street Stage 
Theater with character. Comedies, 
musicals, & dramas in a professional, 
intimate setting where all are welcome. 
420 E. Main St. 

Anoka, MN 55303 

(763) 422-1838 

infoGlyricarts.org 

www.lyricarts.org 
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Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty: breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes, and extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
Theater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, MN 
55102 

(612) 333-6669 

mnopera.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring, and serving our 
community as a symphony orchestra 
internationally recognized for artistic 
excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Ordway Center for the Performing 
Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating 
performing arts and educational 
programs that enrich diverse audiences. 
345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 

www.ordway.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Ste. 307 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
www.tcgmc.org 


POLITICAL 


Stonewall DFL Democrats 

LGBTQ outreach arm of the Minnesota 
Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party, working 
to elect LGBTQ leaders and allies. 

255 E. Plato Blvd., St. Paul, MN 55107 
(651) 293-1200 
mnstonewalldfl.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

Producers of the third-largest national 
Pride celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, board members. Contact us 
today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 402-7 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 255-3260 

www.icpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
Central Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
Exploring the promise of God for alll. 
You are welcome. No exceptions. 
333 S. 12th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-4416 

www.centralmpls.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Avenue UMC! Vibrant Worship. 
Authentic Community. Bold Outreach. 
511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 

www.haumc.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, 
One Church. Find us on Facebook and 
Twitter. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. Wherever 
you are on your faith journey, St Mark's 
welcomes you. 

519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 870-7800 

www.ourcathedral.org 


TRAVEL 


Destination Northeast 

A hyperlocal tool connecting visitors 
to some of the best parts of Northeast 
Minneapolis. 

2329 Central Ave. NE, Minneapolis, MN 
info@destination-ne.us 
www.destination-ne.us 


Discover Stillwater 

Voted best weekend getaway! Visit this 
Historic Rivertown. Shop / Dine / Cruise / 
Art Galleries / Nightlife. 

Р.О. Box 2025 

Stillwater, MN 55082 
info@Discoverstillwater.com 

(651) 351-1717 

www. Discoverstillwater.com 


Discover St. Louis Park 

Close to Minneapolis, far from ordinary. 
Exceptional dining, attractions, shopping, 
hotels and event space. 

1660 Hwy 100 S., Suite 501 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

(952) 426-4047 
www.DiscoverStLouisPark.com 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. Vibrant 
arts & dining. Adventure. Hotels and B&Bs. 
Attractions and events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 

Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 
www.visitduluth.com 


Visit Saint Paul 

175 W. Kellogg Blvd. Ste. 502 
Saint Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 265-4900 
www.visitsaintpaul.com 


VOLUNTEERISM 

Gay 4 Good 

LGBTQ organization making positive 
impact on our greater community. 
Volunteering for social & environmental 
causes. 

(562) 684-8210 

www.gayforgood.org 


100 


International Wolf Center 

Our world famous Center features daily 
programs, award-wining exhibits, and live 
ambassador wolves. 

1396 Highway 169 

Ely, MN 55731 

218-365-4695 

www.wolf.org 


THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING HOME SERVICES 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 

FEE ONLY financial planning 
NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


MATT's TREE SERVICE 
CABLING, PRUNING, & REIVIOVALS 


LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping • Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 


and Oak Wilt protection treatments 
25+ yrs. Experience 
Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


Family Owned & 
Operated Since 1950 


(HAGENS 2252 


Estimates 7am-5pm • All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls * 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 
DENTISTS 


Dental 


NEW CLIENT 


SPECIAL 


Whole House Deep Clean 
ONLY 


$199.00 


SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY, 
Local & woman owned. 
Member of LGBTQ community 


Call Today! 612-669-1606 
WWW.SPARKLEMN.COM 


LYNN THOELE 
Owner & Chief Sparkle Officer 


MINNEAPOLIS “ 
оууеп5сотрапїе$60] 
952.855.3800» —« 
Ari Lederman, DDS | General Dentist Commercial & Résidenti 
Invisalign? Certified 
Medical Arts Building, Suite 425 
www.dentalartsofminneapolis.com Ej 


GUN SHOPS 


>... YOUR TARGET? = 


Sight-in Package Cost 
| aa 
$50* 


AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING 


SINGE 
1957 


| Юй 


Serving you for over 100 years! ==SINCE 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


WE CAN FIX THAT! 


HOME SERVICES 


4 After a Century of Service - 


à —— LUN We Know Our Business 
MCQUILLA N` 
ie 


612-354-4764 
www.McQuillanBros.com 


Contact Peter at 
(612) 875-6747 


Very best service for 
the very best price. 
www.goodstuffmoving.com 


Small Local Company 


PsvcHOTHERAPY SERVICES 


for LGBTQI Individuals & Couples 


оо : | 


Support for Gender Non-Conforming Teens, 
Young Adults, and Their Families 
Elizabeth Freund, LMFT 
Cypress Road 
Life Transition Counseling, LLC 
(612) 718-3966 
elizabeth@cypressroaditc.com 


REAL ESTATE 


вАмкен Р Р 


612.381.3985 


© CurtLarsonPS@gmail.com 
& CurtLarsonHomes.com 
S CalBRE #01974318 


BERKSHIRE | California 
HATHAWAY | Properties 


HomeServices 


TAX SERVICES 


Professionals 


4500 Park Glen Road 
Suite 100 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
р 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 


RORTax.com 


Ray Mohr 


Income Tax Specialist 
Serving the GLBT Community (and civilized straights) Since 1991 
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OUR VOICES 


SKIRTING THE ISSUES | BY ELLEN KRUG 


HOPELESS IDEALISM IN HASTINGS 


Last spring, the Hastings, Minnesota city 
council and school board issued a proclama- 
tion declaring that their city of 22,000 would 
be welcoming to all people regardless of one’s 
skin color, religion, GLBT status or any of the 
many other things humans use to make people 
“Other.” 

Weeks later, seven Hastings churches and 
one religious academy published a two-page 
letter titled, “Our Thoughts Concerning the 
Promotion of Transgenderism.” In that May 
31, 2018 letter, the religious leaders called 
gender dysphoria (which is an emotional dis- 
connect between one’s brain and body) and 
societal acceptance of transgender people an 
“ideology-driven movement” that puts children 
at risk. The letter further called upon Hastings 
government and school officials to avail them- 
selves of the, “(O)verwhelming evidence that 
exists for NOT supporting the position of nor- 
malizing gender dysphoria and encouraging 
young people to question their gender iden- 
tity.” (Original emphasis.) 

As a transgender person who speaks and 
trains on what it means to be “trans,” the re- 
ligious leaders’ letter distressed me greatly. I 
could only imagine the far greater harm the let- 
ter inflicted on gender variant humans—partic- 
ularly younger people—who lived in Hastings. 

I immediately decided that I would work to 
conduct a “Transgender 101” training in Hast- 
ings, but because I can’t just simply show up in 
a town, I needed a sponsor or collaborator. It 
took more than a year to find a sponsor; eventu- 
ally, the local YMCA and an inclusivity-focused 
organization, “Thrive in Hastings,” agreed to 
host the event. 

Several weeks before my scheduled talk, I 
received word that there had been many Face- 
book postings critical of the decision to have 
me speak in town. On the other hand, there 
were also many positive comments. This re- 
inforced to me that speaking in Hastings was 
critical. 

On a cold Tuesday night several weeks ago, 
I stood in front of 140 people in a Hastings mid- 
dle school theater. Because I knew that there 
would be folks from the conservative churches 
in the audience, I took the approach of speak- 
ing human-to-human. 

"I'm no one special,” I started. “Rather, I’m 
simply a survivor of the Human Condition. It’s 
just that my survivorship is far more public 
because of the incongruity between my man- 
voice and female appearance.” 

I then joked about how “not everyone gets 
it about me.” The punch line: “There are a half 
dozen older women in Bemidji who simply 
think that I smoked five packs of cigarettes a 
day for twenty-five years. They don’t have a 
clue.” 

I knew this wasn’t what anyone expected; 
they were prepared for a stern lecture but in- 
stead got humanity and humor. 
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Eventually, I settled into my standard Trans 
101 talk, which included saying, “Human au- 
thenticity won’t leave you alone until you listen 
to it.” I also spoke about how being transgen- 
der isn’t a “choice,” just like other things in 
life—like being a writer or a singer or an art- 
ist—also aren’t choices. 

With fifteen minutes left, I took questions. 
In response, I got both slippery slope (Well, 
if we start letting everyone identify according 
to their ‘feelings,’ can’t a fifty-year-old man say 
he feels that he’s ten years old?”) and “what if” 
(“What if a high school boy one day decides 
he’s a girl so that he can play on the girls vol- 
leyball team?”) questions. I answered as best 
I could with facts, respect and bits of humor. 

At one point, a teen who identified as non- 
binary spoke of how they couldn’t talk to their 
parents about their identity. Soon the teen was 
sobbing, and I stopped speaking and comforted 
them. Except for the sound of a human crying, 
the theater was dead silent—it was a glaring 
example of the very real impact of intolerance. 

As we got to the scheduled quit time, I told 
the audience I was happy to keep taking ques- 
tions. Very few persons got up to leave and the 
questions continued for another half hour. 

Afterward, many people came up and 
thanked me for being in Hastings. More im- 
portantly, several of the conservative religious 
folks approached me; one wanted advice on 
how to accept her newly-out adult gay brother 
and another wanted to talk about how her fam- 
ily had been stigmatized in the community for 
their beliefs. I heard that people felt comfort- 
able in talking to me; as one person said, “We 
expected you to yell and to shame us.” 

“Of course, I wouldn’t do that,” I answered. 
“We're all just trying to make our way through 
fear and the unknown.” 

For the record, Iam no one special. Instead, 
I’m simply a hopeless idealist who believes that 
with compassion, some self-deprecation, and 
by showing up, it is possible to get past the la- 
beling and fear that divide us. 

While I know that we can’t ever reach ev- 
eryone, certainly on that cold night in Hast- 
ings, we may have reached some. 

That's good enough. II 


Ellen (Ellie) Krug is the author of Getting to El- 
len: A Memoir about Love, Honesty and Gender 
Change (2013). She speaks and trains on diversity 
and inclusion topics; visit www.elliekrug.com where 
you can also sign up for her newsletter, The Ripple. 
She welcomes your comments at ellenkrugwriter(à 


gmail.com. 


THE NETWORK 


TRAVEL AGENCIES 


On the Level Travel 


Your warm weather 


destination expert 
Specializing in Cruises 
and the Caribbean 


612-229-6541 


www.ontheleveltravel.com 
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Со, Ест“ 


HOTEL IVY MINNEAPOLIS 


201 S 11TH STREET • MINNEAPOLIS 
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SUBARU Share the love’ EVENT № 


Get a great vehicle and Subaru will .. 
donate $250 to your choice ог спайез га, A. 


\ ME - 
= 


The 2020 Subaru Ascent. The biggest Subaru SUV ever with room for up to 8 passengers. 
Choice of second-row captain’s chairs or bench seating. Standard EyeSight® Driver Assist 
Technology, and stadard Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive + up to 27 mpg. 


2019 Charity Partners 


Make QWish. Hi каиа ndation. 


MEALS @ WHEELS 


ис |Blgomington E> SUBARU. 


7801 LYNDALE AVENUE $. BLOOMINGTON, MN 55420 
www.bloomingtonsubaru.com | 763-392-9959 


